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Abstract

Japan, North Korea and South Korea are neighboring countries; however, Japan established diplomatic relations
only with South Korea, but not with North Korea. Though Japan has normalized relations with South Korea,
their relations often encounter some difficulties. The Cold War ended nearly two decades; nevertheless,
Japan and North Korea are still unable to establish diplomatic ties. From such problems, the objectives of the
study are to investigate Japan's policy toward Korea during the period of Japanese occupation and Korean
independence, to find out factors that push Japan to formulate such a policy, and to examine problems concerning
relations between Japan and two Koreas. The study is a qualitative research. The findings are that the security
factor is the main factor for why Japan aimed to occupy Korea, while the economic reason comes second. Japan
successfully annexed Korea in 1910 and ruled as a colony until 1945. In order to serve its interest, Japan controlled
Korean administration, exploited resources, drafted Koreans for laboring and fighting in the war, forced Korean women
serving as comfort women for Japanese soldiers during the Second World War, and assimilated Koreans to
Japanese culture. When Korea was liberated, it was partitioned into two parts. Because it was an ally of the
United States, Japan had to formulate foreign policy in the same direction with them. Therefore, Japan only
established diplomatic relations with South Korea. This political deadlock, accompanied with Japan's misdeed
about Korea in the past, push Japan faced with problems in relations with two Koreas.

Keywords: Foreign policy; Japan; North Korea; South Korea
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