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Abstract

Currently, improving the quality of clay soils to enhance their load-bearing capacity and
reduce environmental impact is a widely discussed issue. Microbially Induced Calcite Precipitation
(MICP), which facilitates the formation of calcium carbonate (CaCOs5), is considered one of the most
promising and environmentally friendly techniques for enhancing the engineering properties of soil.
However, this process often produces ammonium ions (NH,*) as a byproduct, which may adversely
affect soil behavior. This study aims to investicate the influence of NH,* on the unconfined
compressive strength (g,) and hydraulic conductivity (k) of clay soils by artificially introducing NH,Cl to
simulate the potential impact of ammonium generated in the MICP process. The results show that clay
specimens treated solely with CaCO; exhibit a significant increase in g, as the CaCO; particles initially
fill the voids between soil particles and further develop strength over the curing time due to long-term
pozzolanic reactions. In contrast, specimens containing NH," showed a reduction in compressive
strength, attributed to the moisture-retaining effect of NH," in the soil matrix, which inhibits strength
development during curing. At the same void ratio (e), the hydraulic conductivity of NH,* contaminated
specimens was markedly lower than that of untreated clay. This is likely due to the swelling behavior
induced by the NH,* ions, which restricts the flow of water. Conversely, CaCOs-treated soils exhibited
higher k values than untreated clay, as the relatively large calcite particles enhance water flow
pathways. These findings underscore the importance of managing or eliminating ammonium ions in
MICP-related applications to enhance the performance and sustainability of clay soil treatment,

particularly for engineering projects that require both mechanical strength and adequate permeability.
Keywords: Ammonium, Soil stabilization, Microbially induced calcite precipitation (MICP), Clayey soil

1. UNUN

[

nsUfuUssauamAulunuimnssUgRiiagUssaseiofiuausuasduiuiugiusniidtym
Tnolanzoen9dsiumilen (Prongmanee and Noulmanee, 2020) %aﬁé’nwmsmqmUnwwﬁﬁaiﬁLﬁﬂﬂzywﬁmwa
ranssumansUsenng L U'%mmmm%uiumaauqa AdsFunsadeusn uazAINISEUMEY AIHANTENUAD
wdesnmmadlassassfinoasavufulssnnil wu msvgasa nisuansmvedlasiasne wioarmdenied
qumﬂuszawﬂ (Barman & Dash, 2022; Khayat & Nasiri, 2024; Prongmanee & Noulmanee, 2020) Lﬁa
unladgmdsnan dnsideuasimuimadansusudgsduifussansam wu mssaudauaiofiuai
ufausuaziadosnmuesiu senslsfiny nsvulunsuanduunUassnisaisuaulaoenlen (CO,) ludsuna
wn Anidulszanusesas 8 1esnsUass CO, hlan FsdswansznunoAwanaey (Prongmanee et al,, 2023)
TurrmArssuiinuan nszuaun1sanezneuuaalenimienilasadunie (Microbially induced calcite
precipitation, MICP) lasuarwaulaluuinsiainssuugh Wesnnidumeiaiidufinsnefuinaouuasd
Anenmlunsusuusenuandinianavesiumiles (Delong et al., 2010; Ismail Mostafa et al., 2002; Mujah

et al,, 2017; Osinubi et al.,, 2019; Osinubi et al.,, 2018; Osinubi et al., 2020; Prongmanee et al., 2023) 1ny
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afeUAsemTuaiiainuuaiiieanienay wu Sporosarcina pasteurii @sansnsandniouluugsion ialss

‘Uﬁﬁ%a’lﬂ’ﬁlﬂmﬂa%gt,%'a (NH,CONH,) auaun1s (1)
NH,CONH, + 3H,0 — 2NH," + CO,2 + 20H" (1)

lopaum1suaiun (CO,%) MAnTuasyinufiserduunaloulossu (Ca*) Nilogluszuy viaiduily

Mende dWeiansanuandunaalen (Caco,) muauns (2)
Ca®* + CO7— CaCo; (2)

nsAnAzneuTeLAs leRYIEIEsas T lATIEs 9wRsRY IiNATILT WS annsEsunlaciins uay
anAuansalunsdunuwoirluiu Ineemziuginneu Taun n51e (Prongmanee et al., 2023) oenslsf
Ay nszuuns MICP nelminlossuwenluilon (NH,) Wunanassls deoraiinansenuiBiauneautinig
Fmnssuvesiulasianziudinaziduafivoulninearsadl wufumies 310518974283 Prongmanee et al.
(2023) wag Pholtrai (2025) wun NH,* fiwavinluandnsainman (LL) uasdasafananadin (PL) vasiumieni
munsUuUgaiindueseiifedidy veidinswdsunladassasavesduiiduiusiunisgeduiiuay

o

woAnssumananadin epnalsinudagiudiludnuidenfnvmansenuves NH, nenuaudAvnimnssudu

£ =

fidfey wu Mdssunssnuseds (q,) warardudszaninisduniui (b esvasdon fufuauiseised
Wmnewiefinwiransznuves NHA+ s{aamﬂ’amﬁmﬂismaﬁumﬁmﬁﬂ%“wjmywmmﬁﬂ MICP Tnelynns
maa‘uLLiﬂé’mLLUUlﬁgmﬁﬁmLazmimaaumié”mﬁammfw ioTnsznAanuansalun 153Nt (k) 3
namsifearmeiveumelanalanmsdsusasmdmnssuvesiu uanduiiugulumstauisaauaumie

dn NH,* iieasasunisuszenalymaiin MICP sansdsduluadmnssussaimadavasidulinsivdwinasy
okl

2. Yaauardsaniun1ig
2.1 Sanildlumsade

uiseflmegnsiumiimiivaniuiinsluiminedoineaseans menunadunseiess
Jw¥aanauns Usanalne lnevhnisiiusegnsfumisuuuilsaninmeanuile ainsesuaudndsyana
1-2 mmmﬂﬁaﬁuﬁaaéwﬁugﬂﬁﬂﬁ,ﬁq@iywmmﬂ (air-dried) wagtunAgDUAMANTANUTIY wazTIuuN
Usglnmaunusyuu Unified Soil Classification System (USCS) Imsmamamaauaqﬂﬁiumiwﬁ 1 fusoens
Faeglunquinmieafiiaiudunaiadine (Low plasticity clay, CL) nawmalgailalunismaasilaain
ﬂizmumimﬂmsﬂauLmalszj@i‘ﬁmﬁmﬁﬂmaqﬁuw%'é (Microbially induced calcite precipitation, MICP) gl
wuAflisey Sporosarcina pasteurii Saanunsandntouleseiion (urease) WlalssUfAse1sevanansazatog e
uazuAadeunaslsnminnsAnnznouveAalen (Caco,) mstéTamwmuqu 1M831891UY8 Prongmanee
et al. (2023) ilefnwinansznuvewenlanilon (NH,") Sadunanasslnannnszuaunis MICP noAALTRN
Jenssuvesiu lnlowenludounaslsn (NH.CY Wushunulunmsidusenludosaduiuiosasmansznui

aAnvuluNIAE U
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M13199 1 AuaudAnIanIenMYesEiumie)

AuANUR A1
USinaunsan (Sevaz) 5

USinamsny (Sevay) 33
UsinaiudinaziBon (sovaz) 62
Fasrioman, LL (sovay) 43
Fnsiamanadin, PL (Se0ay) 20
siinanadin, Pl (sevay) 23
ANUANEIE 291
FIUNAY CL

2.2 mnasauwssdauuuligndain (Unconfined Compression Test)

NITeNsAnwmMasuusdauuulugnidavesiuwmienlasunsusuussaanimaiemaiia
MICP TneflTnguszasaiiadinsizndnsnavesuwanluilonlessu (NH) wazUSunavesuaalen (CaCo,) Mifin
91NNV MICP maaiasfuussdavasiumisr nsvadeuwusieesiueanidu 5 nad aell n3dil 1
(Control) Auwillenluusuuss n3tiil 2 Auwmllemauiunswaalen (CaCos) sevay 2 InsumitinvasAuwms sl
P ESPN = o ¢ ¥ ad o a = Y ¢ ad _a = o
1 3 fundlemaniunuaalen seeay 4 NN 4 Aumidemaudunsiaalen sevay 8 nsdiN 5 Aumiymauiu
nauAales seuay 4 uaziinaisazatswanlaufonnaslsn (NH,CY) aanswueu 4 Tans shegnsauluinaynsal

gninsealaednasluluumANFUNSINTEUDN IWIAEUHIUANENA1E 50 Hadluns wagAd1uEs 100 ladwns lng

AIUANAMINUILUUIVADAAABITU AMUVUILULLIASESER (Maximum Dry Density, % mna) $8ANYULATS

v YTunaaudumaigan (Optimum Water Content, OWC) AlAINKANTISNAZBUNITUASAKUUNINTFIY

¥ o
Aav a

(Standard Proctor Compaction Test) Gauandhaluguil 1 dwsuunumesunalen (Caco,) Aluluuided @
oglurnssenay 2-8 Instwinvesiuuns Wuanflensdsanveuiamnisanagnaues Caco, ftannsaiintaly
A3EUILNIS MICP 91151897484 Prongmanee et al. (2023) Tnsianizlufuasidendaindsdamieriiuing
aruAuTLYesasazats uenladouaaelsn (NH,C) Wlade 4 luans dsaenaaasiuainuiuTuges
weuluifleufionanulpinnisesaaiegdelasuuaiiielunssuiuns MICP luannefiiauauruesyis
L%IMGTUQQ wuluuneaesiinruguangnssiien welmiAnkaues NH,* Afaaulunsiinsgingingsu
VBRI

neumsdnfsssadluuman fushestdluumaznsdignindeslaemsdefuununiindfmun
wamanfunaLAaln (CaCO;) Tnnfusgnaadunruzazen antuisiluusinainsaiua owc Tay
Aoy 1 WnuazagnieaivasiaveauladeAuiianutunsyaredii lunsdifiuansavats NH,CL (hadlf 5) Ty
ihiwFeunduasazats NHCL aranauay 4 Tuans unuthndu ielulannududmanoderty 9ndudad
amuzuazvinAulUszann 12-24 Falasnouhindnauuy Lﬁdﬂ;{,ﬁmmimzmmam%uﬁamaﬁuﬁaau

M INSAI0E AL UUIMENLAS ﬁuazg_]ﬂéfuaaﬂmﬂLLUUIm&ﬂ%wmaaﬂﬁaﬁmﬁaijmﬁ’umingﬁmfw
waniluusilunesaauaugamginararutuduszesiiains 4 laun 3 7 14 28 uag 56 fu ieAnwiiamninig
vosmideiunssalurisaunnmaeiy Weasuszoznainisun fegisiuazgnimmeaouiidsiunssdn

wuvlugndndamuanmsgiu ASTM D2166/D2166M-16 Tagluia3esmaas uusesaLUUY (Strain-Controlled
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Compression Machine) I8n351n191ANANLATEAAIIUTZLN 1% AOUT AunTeissioeIainnITIURaINTY

YuiinAIMassunsssngsan (g,)
Y 9
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17.5

Maximum dry density, y; ,,,= 17.1 kN/m’

17.0
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16.0

Dry density, y, (kN/m3)

15.5 4
Optimum water content (OWC) = 21.6%

10 15 20 25 30

Water content (%)

JUN 1 ANUdiusTEmINANTURUAIMUIL UL AUMTEIUASR

2.3 negauduUszaninsuruingle3snsnagaunsEadaAeh
ATV AnenAduYsEANSsTuruh (Coefficient of Permeability, k) T sRumieIfinIu
mﬁﬂ%’uﬂqqqmmwﬁy’mmﬂﬁﬂ MICP IG]EJGLGI}"*{JIE]Q,I“&Q’]ﬂﬂ’]iﬂ@]ﬁaUﬂ’ligﬂﬂ’lﬁJﬁﬁ (Consolidation Test) MuxIATFIY
ASTM D2435 uagiiasiznidanainmumdnaunisues Taylor (1984) uduidiausadiuan k laanan
fuUseananssasAnein (Coefficient of Consolidation, c,) AduUsEansMsUasuLUasUsinns (m,) Lag

wngdminveni (%) Wnglvaunis

k=c,my Y (3)

Bsneaeualun1InuLLINIeseuluuidees Prongmanee, et al. (2023) waztiiolniaila

dvswavosweuluiloy (NH,) wazuaalen (CaCO,) naA1ANaINIsalunISTUNIULNYRRAURTEET N1nadeU

¥
:l

wusoonidu 4 nsdlfinwn @il n3dlil 1 (Control) Auwmdlealuysudss nsdil 2 Auwmiawauiung Caco, Tu
Snsnarusevay 4 Tnguminvesiuume nsai 3 Auwmdsanauiuns Caco, se8ay 4 waviiudsazans
worlaiflonnaslsn (NH,CD Anananay 4 M st 4 umilendifiuianizansazans NHCL finnananay 4 M
Tnelufia Caco, ﬁaaalﬂqm“ul,l,m'azma‘iqﬂm?wiuyagf[,uamwwyul,assﬁyuwaﬁ warsnaslurauniulans
(Consolidation Ring) ﬁum@1Lz;umuquéﬂmnmaiuﬂizmm 6 IWUALAT WALANEIUTEINN 2 Iwuflu s Lile
w3oudmiun1snaaay Consolidation Tneluta3es Consolidation Test wuulnamdudu (ncremental
Loading) Tuw23 Pre-consolidation lalsussnatiuau 20 Alavrania wagdaselvogaislaussdanaridu
SyEIan 3 Ju Lﬁ@lﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂamwﬁmﬁummﬁuﬁauﬁwémzmumié’méhmaﬁw nan1snaaeuluwnazn sl

LUNIATIEMN DU BUTEUNIUABULURIUBIAN Kk IA8FIDEN9AUT LY IUALLNTINUNELAY 200 tA8n1S
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NAFBUAIUANUTIIN CaCO, N588aY 4 naeansNAdoUMANEUsEANEN1I BN (K) Welvanansaiinsien

nansgnuveeNluflenleaou (NH,") Taeensdniau Insanmnuudsiuainusunaveswnalen

3. HaNTIVYLAZAAUTIWNANITIAY

Ul 1 uanensiasundaswesamdsiuusssauuulugndain (Unconfined Compressive Strength)
Y0 AWM TiNEy Caco, TuuSunamneiy loun sevay 2 4 uay 8 Tnethninveshiuums Wisuieufy
Auflallau$uUss (Untreated soil) wumnisiiiuuTinas Caco, aswalnanidsuusedmfintuasnsdnaulun
¥anaInsua fesaineynia Caco, Mdmuluiunuinlunsfmsuresnsssuadaiu dwmalnlassas

YoRUTiANUNUUIANLINNTY Waviiuuwsadanlisrseniseuniafu (U7 3) lneguaieain SEM dauandly

'
a

JU7T 3 uanslmiiudaanennin CaCo; wnldiduingosnsssnnufiniu dwalniuundauuuduiuiddalag

Y
v

Ju nmsifulosouneulandey (NH,Y) dwwaluaiauidunsn-ane (pH) vesAuanas sauzAnisiiuLaalen
(CaCo,) Wrgwinauuavefiy Faisaesdadefinalaensineaimasiuwsidauuulugniiinvesiu na
FUNAMNADAAADINUIUITETDY Pholtrai et al. (2025) 151897115 UABULUAY pH @IHaADNHANTIUNING

YoIAUTINTLUNITUTUUT

30

—&— Soil +2% CaC0O,

25 —a&— Soil | 4% CaCO,
—a— Soil + 8% CaCO,

— —  Untreated soil

20 ~

Compressive strength, ¢, (kg/cmz)

Densification Innert Zone Pozzolanic reaction

0 * " "
1 10 100

Curing time (Days)

3U# 2 Mavdsuudasmaesuusdavesiuiinay CaCo, ludnaIun1e 9 ANsEIaINITUN
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2 pm

RESOLUTION

gﬂﬁ 3 AMANEAIN SEM ansanwaglasiaeganaveiunay CaCo, fienguy 3 Tu

wonand nNan1sAnESmu Afdsunsesalinsiauneute Uy ST BRI NYTINTUN
ufiaeny 28 Tu Mé’amnﬁuwui’mﬁwé’ﬁuLLiaé’mLﬁmqﬂﬁuaéwimL%ﬂ‘uﬁdwmq 28 i 56 Fu awanilesan
UfAsendealsau (Pozzolanic reaction) fiintuluAuesnmeiiies Tnedan (5i0,) luumiuAnufasedu
wradeulossu (Ca%) anuaaleaiiinly dwaluiinaisusznovnaa@ondainslewmsn (Calcium Silicate
Hydrate, C-S-H) %ﬁﬁé’ﬂwmslﬁumi%mxﬁﬂmLﬁummLLﬂ?NLquaﬂﬁuaéNﬁﬁaﬁﬁmv (gﬂﬁ 1) NNTIATIEN
mmamﬂﬁywmwﬁﬂ SEM uag EDX mapping (gih’?i 8) wunusnafiilunaiden (Ca) wazdanou (S) Miureusu
(Aufidideuaring) vsidsiunuiniaidnans CS-H dudundngruatvayuiujiseonerlvauiniuass
melulassaspunien nansAnunituuluiaonnassfuauddoaes Prongmanee et al. (2023) figuduan
msw“mLmaleucﬁmmmLa%méqumamﬁamﬂ naveshumilen Tnsanrvesnsdslumuidesuusedalusvezenla

28191 Us¥ANT AW

10 ym

RESOLUTION

UM 4 Amangan SEM Lazn1siinsigvsanienaila EDX Mapping vadfiunasl CaCO, Masusl 56 Ju uana

lassasananvesansUssnauLaadenddinnlamse (C-S-H) Miiinanufisedeslyaiu
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30

—a&— Soil | 4% CaCO,
—— Soil + 4% CaCO,+4M NH,CI
— — Untreated soil

25 A

20

Compressive strength, ¢, (kg/cm?)
[

1 10 100

Curing time (Days)

3UN 5 8vidnaves NH," aefdafulssdnvassiunan CaCo, lWIgueuTemeiuinas CaCO; So8ag 4 9818

WeanuAufinal CaCO3 sovay 4 Tauiuansazany NH,Cl Asanau 4 Tuas mussesliaInIsus

SU7 5 wanansisuiiunidssuussdnuuulugniin (Unconfined Compressive Strength) 183
fumilenfingy Caco, luusunasear 4 Tnetmiinueshiuum szunefeensifuagluiinisidu NH," finnu
WUy NH,CL 4 Tuans WU’jﬂunn%NSs&maa’m’ﬁﬁu A IS ULSISAvRINSAUTS NH,* fiasinndieens
gl NH,* penedaiau maﬂiwmL%aauﬁmaa“ﬁmaiﬁyafmﬂﬁﬂgmsajmsmuﬁ’nﬁ'mmﬂLmaaaim%a (Osmotic
swelling) §ufinan NH," finluavaulurosmsssvmseyniadu asalnAamssnfuiihlulessasshuann
Tu ﬂwlﬂqﬁmamuﬁaﬁﬁm%{u wavawalnauudsusimanavesiuanasessiifedfty nanisnaaesiuandn
wiudamuddglunisdnnisuseiidnlosau NH," AAnTusTInsEUILMS MICP Wiedesiuransznudeay
fananuaziiudsyavsamlunisuulgnunniumieluddmnssuneld

E‘Uﬁ' 6 WANIAUAUNUSTENINNENIIEIUTB9I74 (Void ratio, €) Auardudsyansnisduntuii
(Coefficient of permeability, k) youpsiumietluunaznsdifinw NKaNIIIAFEUNUIN QA1 e Tiwniy
é‘mﬁﬂ%’wjaéjﬁa CaCO, ﬁmé’mﬂizﬁwémﬁuﬂwuﬁwqﬂﬁqm desnaymauaalsaiifvunslvgnieyniaiu
wilswhluduandlusuil 3 lnislassassiifivesaniglurualg amalmhaunselreriulaneuiniy
Tumanduiu feensiuiidlessy NH, lawn faeensfufinauaisazats NHCL 4 M vauuunauuaylinas
CaCO, Wuﬁwﬁh']é’uﬂisﬁwémﬁmmﬂfwﬁﬂﬁqm %aawmma%m&JVLéTﬁnﬂqzuamﬁ’ﬁmaq NH,* ﬁﬁLLu’ﬂJMIUHﬁQfﬂ
%’Uﬁ']L%ngiﬂiaaﬁyﬁaﬁumul,maaaiu%a awalnAnmsuiuivesiuiidiuniy \Rnn3gaduYeuBIN Lazyin
Tnananuannselunsssuneieenaniu nansaassiifvwlurdennassiunansAnvmuideuusnd
wansbanoumng ('gﬂﬁ 5) wamﬂﬂ'1iﬁﬂmﬁmmaiﬁﬁuﬁammﬁwﬁcwmmsmuqmLLazmif{TﬂmiU%mm NH," 7
\AnnnszuIuns MICP e lenuiifaudimaimnssufivanyay stluwinrmuudwsaazdssansnmlunis
szieth SuasiiuuselovumenisUssgnalunaiin MICP sgnsssBunariusyavinmgsgalunuimnssudgh
aely
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—&— Untreated soil
—a— Soil + 4% CaCO,

1.4 1| —m— Soil + 4% CaCO; 1 4M NIL,CI
—e&— Soil + 4M NILCL

Void ratio, e

0.8

0.6

04 T T
108 107 106 103

Coefficient of permeability, & (m/s)

3UN 6 nsiAguwUasesduUsEansnsTuNIu (k) MeURUERsIaIuYedINd ()

YDIFIDY A UL I ULAAENTUAN Y

4. aguna

At mneiefnymanssnuveslessuualandon (NH,") Fadunanasslnainnszuiuns
naznouuaalesivienilasgdunie (MICP) nepmuastfindimnssuvesiumien TasiwuAnwaidesy
wssdauuulugndda (g.) wazanduuszAnsnisfuniuin (k) vesAudilasunisusulenie CaCo, aguna
nsfnwladsil

o

4.1 M3fisl CaCo, MeRaLATuLsSnUsEdvvosiunieiensdifod @y lneamdsuusadanes
Aufindudnumuuiina Caco, ffiutu ilidesaneyniauaalemhmuniiduifiuremauasfiuussda
willrszvnseymaiu wenanil lussezens ids 28 fu) arfdsfuusedadiuwluiiiviuessndadesan
Ufiseenlearu ietuszmeueaideulesouain Caco, fuddniftoglufiumie

4.2 frenfuminiifilessunenladon (NH) Usluoy nuneamadssuussdninandossiu
wileaitludl NH,” og19dniau esain NH,® fauauvilunisgaduineglasassfunuussoealuda
(osmotic swelling) vilinnnsuani awalupuiinnnuudusmnaanasaslufinsimunmdfidnauu
WisyoEnaINIsUL

4.3 dwsuadulsyAvinisausiui () nunduilaumsusulsnie Caco, fim k gannaudilla
Usuusadnues osnnaumveseynaunaleailugnidumiewihlmaesesnsuelng deelmiilng
sulaanetu luruediauiia NH,* Jzduegnduiian k anasesnadiuladn tdosnn N, dwmalnfuuiuuasin
wudhinelulassassiu anfiufiveansnisinavesh dsmataennassiuuuiluunisanasuesaindesy
usadadefinanlavamy

4.4 wamsfnwneAdeitlniuiauiidilunsmusuderdalesounenludeuiiAntuly

N3¥UIUNTT MICP Wiainusedvsnmlunisiinaliatiliiszanalyaulivununiniu lnaangiumile,
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